
Mobile: 
•  Mobile’s downtown streets are lined with 
hundred-plus-year-old buildings in the 
traditional French and Spanish style that 
showcase in colorful splendor the famed, 
ornate iron-clad balconies that are perfect 
for watching Mardi Gras parades. After all, 
Mobile IS the birthplace of Mardi Gras!

•  Historic areas such as the Oakleigh Dis-
trict and Midtown offer lane after oak-cov-
ered lane of double-gallery columned 
homes or massive, ornate Southern man-
sions with vast gardens, large verandas or 
Victorian motifs. 

•  Guided tours are available to help get 
the most out of both viewing and learning 
about this historic, 17th century city and 
the gorgeous homes, parks and gardens 
spread throughout. 

•  Don’ t miss a chance to drive down some 
of the most historic streets in the South, 
such as Government Street, where hun-
dreds-years-old live oaks, dripping with 
moss, create a canopy over all four lanes 
and even dip down to the ground as if to 
bow and say “Welcome!”

Eastern Shore: 
•  The “Eastern Shore style,” as many here 
call it, is a refined yet relaxed deep-south 
style that blends the splendor and beauty 
of large, stately homes with high ceilings, 
wood floors, marble tables and immacu-
late gardens, with the more coastal-cottage 
style of board and baton, brick and crafts-
man columns and transoms. 

•  Drive through the beautiful, bayside 
streets of Fairhope, down Scenic Highway 
98, and on through Point Clear, where you 
will see long, live-oak and magnolia-lined 
driveways leading to magnificent bayside 

homes that immediately fill your thoughts 
of many grand parties and balls that surely 
have been enjoyed in this most special 
area. Scenic Highway 98 is also part of the 
Alabama Coastal Birding Trail. 

South Mobile: 
•  Belingrath Gardens and Home is a true 
treasure of the South! Spend an entire day 
exploring 65 acres of plush foliage, roses, 
hundreds of flowers, magnolias, gardenias, 
and anything else you can possibly image. 
Equally amazing is touring the historic es-
tate, where you can see priceless antiques 
that belonged to one of the most promi-
nent families in the South. 

•  Bayou La Batre, long known as a national 
seafood capital and home to many genera-
tions of fishermen and families, is also full 
of historic bayside homes with live oaks, 
Spanish moss, magnolias, flowers and ev-
erything else that loves to live by the water

Foley: 
•  Capture the magic of the old days of 
choo-choo transport by visiting the Foley 
Model Train and Railroad Exhibit and Park 
in historic downtown Foley. A delightful 
display of model trains crisscross and enor-
mous, elaborate miniature train city, town, 
woods, and forest. 

•  Visit the historic Swift-Cole House, just a 
few miles west of Foley, where a massive 
antebellum-style two-story columned 
home rests beneath the moss-covered lives 
oaks on the banks of Oyster Bay. 

North Baldwin: 
•  Walk through historic downtown Bay 
Minette, where the city library, the Black-
burn and Rex Parks, the Clock Tower and 
the charming Kahalley House exemplify 
this town’s old-time charm. 
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